S/N 10/533,133 

Correction to Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment of October 13. 2009 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims 
in the application: 

1 . (Currently amended) A flat-folded personal respiratory face mask 
comprising: 

a first portion and a second portion, connecting with each other along at least one 
common edge, flat-foldable along the common edge. Said common edge connects to a 
wearer's nose bridge and chin ; 

securing means to secure said first and second portions face mask on the 
face of a weare n the securing means being fixed along said common edge and th e r e by 
forming an eff e ctive r e spiratory seal as the w e arer inhales and r e leasing the 
r e spiratory seal as th e w e arer exhales, th e securing means attaching to th e face mask 
at a location substantially away from the periphery of the face mask to provide a 
holding forc e th e r e from ; and 

filtering means associated with the first and second portions for filtering 
inhaled air. 

2. (Canceled) A flat fold e d fac e mask as claim e d in claim 1 wh e r e in said 
effective r e spirator>^ seal covers a minimum yet ossontial area of the nose and chin. 

[[3]] 2. (Currently amended) A flat-folded face mask as claimed in claim 
[[2]] 1 wherein said ess e ntial area face mask is adaptive to an extensive range of face 
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sizes which is defined by eye-to-chin distance ranging from at least 94mm to 1 14 mm 
as shown in figur e 16 and figur e 17 . 

[[4]] 3. (Currently amended) A flat-folded face mask as claimed in claim 1 
wherein said securing means comprises an elastic headband or ear-loop . 

[[5]] 4. (Currently amended) A flat-folded face mask as claimed in claim 1 
wherein said filtoring moans includes th e main body first portion and second portion 
of the face mask are made of filtering sheet material , acting as filtering means . 

[[6]] 5. (Currently amended) A flat-folded face mask as claimed in claim 1 
wherein said first and second portion filt e ring means includes a filt e r part integrated 
in the main body of the face mask are made of non-permeable material and said 
filtering means include filter parts integrated in the first and second portion of the face 
mask .. 

[[7]] 6. (Currently amended) A flat-folded face mask as claimed in claim 4- 
6 wherein said filter parts can be replaced by the wearer filtoring moans includoG a 
user r e placeabl e filt e r part . 



[[14]] 7. (Currently amended) The personal respiratory face mask according 
to claim [[12]] 3, wherein the elastic headband or ear-loop m e ans for s e curing the 
mask body can be attached and released fi*om the mask body by the wearer. 
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[[15]] 8. (Currently amended) The personal respiratory face mask according 
to claim [[12]] 1-7, wherein stiffeners are incorporated into the mask body from said 
common e dg e toward the face in the same elevation as said force (F) applied, 
reinforcing first portion and second portion to reinforce t he mask body where stress is 
strongest and allowing the rest of the mask body to be more flexible. 

[[8]] 9. (Previously presented) A process for making the flat-folded personal 
respiratory face mask as claimed in claim 1 comprising: 

first step of folding a roll of sheet material along the length of the sheet 

material; 

second step of welding the folded sheet material along a pre-defined edge; 

and 

third step of cutting the shape of the face mask in the flat-folded 
configuration out of the roll of sheet material. 

[[9]] 10. (Currently amended) The process for making the flat-folded 
personal respiratory face mask as claimed in claim [[8]] 9 wherein said roll of sheet 
material includes at least two layers. 

[[10]] il. (Currently amended) The A process for making the flat-folded 
personal respiratory face mask as claimed in claim 1 comprising: 
folding a flat sheet material; 

welding the folded sheet material along a pre-defined edge; and 

cutting the shape of the face mask in the flat-folded configuration out of the 
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[[1 1]] 12. (Currently amended) The process for making the flat-folded 
personal respiratory face mask as claimed in claim [[10]] ii wherein said sheet 
material includes as least two layers. 

43r^anceled ) A personal r e spiratory fac e mask for cov e ring th e nose and 
mouth of a w e ar e r comprising: 

mask body, comprising at least two g e nerally flat parts, mad e of air 
permeable filter m e dia, conn e ctabl e to e ach oth e r along a v e rtical, common edg e ; 
said mask body b e ing foldable to a first flat configuration for ease of storag e and 
carrying, and capabl e of being unfold e d to a s e cond, convex op e n configuration for 
cov e ring the no se and mouth of a wearer, forming a tentlik e appearance with said 
common edg e running from the top to the bottom of th e mask body; 

said common e dg e s e rving to hold the mask body away from the nos e and 
mouth of the wearer; 

m e ans for filt e ring inhal e d air; 

m e ans for s e curing the mask body against the w e ar e r's fac e , imposing a 
force (F), along said common e dge, substantially away from the periphery^ of the mask 
body and at an e l e vation corr e sponding to th e spac e b e twe e n the nose and mouth, and 
dir e ct e d toward th e face of th e w e ar e r; 

wh e r e in the peripheral portions of the mask body ar e mor e flexible to 
accommodate the fac e shap e and provid e a r e spiratory seal with positiv e pressure 
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applied from th e outside during inhalation, while allowing e xhaled air to pass e asily 
through the peripheral flexibl e portions. 

13. ( Canceled ) Th e personal r e spirator>^ fac e mask according to claim 12, 
wh e r e in th e m e ans for s e curing th e mask body is an e lastic h e adband or e arloop that 
contacts the mask body along said common edg e , substantially away from the 
peripher>^ of th e mask body and at an elevation that corr e sponds to th e space b e tw ee n 
th e nose and mouth. 

16, (C anceled ) The personal r e spiratory fac e mask according to claim 12, 
wh e r e in th e m e ans for s e curing the mask body is fix e d onto th e mask body, at 
location(fl) substantially away from th e periph e ry of th e fac e mask and near to said 
common e dg e . 

1 7. ( Cancele d) A personal respiratory fac e mask for cov e ring th e nose and 
mouth of a w e arer comprising: 

mask body, comprising at l e ast t^^o g e n e rally flat parts, connoctable to e ach 
e ther along a vertical, common e dg e ; 

said mask body b e ing foldable to a first flat configuration for e ase of 
storag e and carrying, and capable of being unfolded to a second, convex open 
configuration for cov e ring th e nos e and mouth of a wear e r, forming a t e ntlike 
appearance with said common e dg e running from the top to th e bottom of th e mask 
body; 
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said common e dge s e rving to hold th e mask body away from the nose and 
mouth of the wearer; 

means for securing the mask body against the wearer's face, imposing a 
force (F)y along said common edg e , substantially away from th e periph e ry of th e mask 
body and at an el e vation corr e sponding to the spac e b e tw e en the noso and mouth, and 
directed toward th e fac e of th e wear e r; 

wh e rein th e mask body is mad e of non p e rm e abl e mat e rial and th e m e ans 
for filt e ring inhal e d air includes at least on e filt e r ins e rt which also functions as a 
stifFener, said m e ans for filt e ring inhal e d air is int e grat e d in the mask body and the 
p e ripheral portions of th e mask body are more flexibl e to accommodate the face shape 
and provide a respiratory^ seal with positiv e pr e ssur e appli e d from the outsid e during 
inhalation, whil e allowing e xhal e d air to pass e asily through th e p e riph e ral fl e xible 
portions. 

4^^-{Canceled ) Th e p e rsonal respiratory fac e mask according to claim 1 7, whoroin the 
means for securing th e mask body is an e lastic headband or earloop that contacts the 
face mask along said common e dg e , substantially away from the periphery of th e face 
mask and at an e l e vation that corresponds to the spac e b e tw ee n th e nose and mouth. 

4-97-(Canceled ) Th e p e rsonal r e spiratory^ fac e mask according to claim 1 7, 
wh e r e in the m e ans for securing th e mask body may bo attached and released from th e 
mask body^ by the w e ar e r. 
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aOr^Canceled ) Tho porsonal rospimtory^ face mask according to claim 1 7, 
wh e r e in said filt e r ins e rt can be replaced by th e wear e r. 

21. ( Canceled ) Th e p e rsonal respiratory fac e mask according to claim 17, 
wh e r e in th e non p e rm e abl e mat e rial compris e s any synthetic or natural mat e rial with 
suitabl e rigidity and flexibility, such as paper, plastic or l e ather. 

22. ( Canceled ) Th e p e rsonal r e spiratory fac e mask according to claim 1 7, 
wh e r e in said filt e r ins e rt comprises a filter sheet media secured b e tw e en a filter hold e r 
which is p e rman e ntly attach e d to th e mask body and a r e l e asable filt e r guard. 

23. ( Canceled ) The personal respiratory^ face mask according to claim 22, 
wh e r e in said filt e r sh ee t media is fix e d onto said filt e r guard and can b e replac e d by 
the wear e r. 

21. ( Canceled ) Th e personal r e spiratory fiic e mask according to claim 1 7, 
wher e in the means for securing th e mask body is fix e d onto tho mask body, at 
location(s) substantially away from the periphery of the face mask and near to said 
common e dge. 



